


Nick Cuslidge (Niko Kusali¢; 4 July 1831 Dubrovnik - 1906 Mountain Ranch, Calaveras Co, CA) 
and his wife Josefa Olivas (ca 1840 Sonora, Mexico - 1900 Mountain Ranch, Calaveras Co, CA; 
father: Rafael Olivas; mother: Zenobia Moreno). Married 12 Nov 1866 in San Andreas, CA. Nick 
was an orphan baptized Vincenzo Vugrin and raised in the Kusali¢ family in Cilipi, Austria (today: 
Croatia). His name was spelled in different ways in various documents: marriage: Cusarich; 1870 
census: Censaluge; 1880 census: Cousalage. He was killed when a tunnel caved in on him at his 
small mining claim. He was alone at the time and was found later. Photo found in a publication in 
the house of David Cuslidge of Mokelumne Hill, California. Copied in 2017. 


“NIK” 


Nicholas Cuslidge was a husky young man with an 


appetite for adventure. As soon as he was old enough to leave (1894-1982), Nick’s grandson. This article 
home, he went to work on a ship as a merchant seaman. 


In 1848 Nik was on his way back to his native Austna _ mer grees wn my Dae — 
from Alaska when the ship stopped in San Franciso for supplies. collected into a small publications entitled 
Hearing of the fabulously rich gold fields of the California © Ritings and Ramblings of Ray. 
Sierras, Nik and his comrades deserted the ship and headed 
toward the gold fields like so many did in the early years. In other writings by Ray, Nick’s arrival year 
He first mined a claim north of Mokelumne Hill and in California was given as 1851. Ray also 
later moved in to mine the Mountain Ranch area. Mining was _— says that Nick jumped ship with a friend 
not always the rainbow everyone thought it was, so in 1866 he named Jacob Zugar (Sugar, another 
homesteaded 160 acres just south of Mountain Ranch on Cave = Cy gatjian). Jacob and Nick each claimed 
City Sea berets ha mitted afhilcrican lady dokenba: Obva: homesteads in the Mountain Ranch area. 
ee eee ae SN! Si ae The old name for Mountain Ranch was El 
become an American citizen: they asked him to spell his last | Dorado, not to be confused with the town of 
name. Now, Nik could not read or write, so the clerk guessed EI! Dorado in El Dorado County, California. 
at the spelling, “Cuslidge”. It is believed that the original 
spelling was “Cuslich”. 


This article was written by Ray Cuslidge 


